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Policy Consultancy (2026-2027)
Terms of Reference

The International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) is a world leading research centre focused on improving tax policy and practice in lower-income countries (LICs) to support greater equity, efficiency and accountability. Based at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) in the UK, ICTD pursues its objectives through (1) rigorous, collaborative and impactful research done in partnerships especially with revenue authorities but also civil society and other relevant organisations, (2) communications and policy engagement, and (3) training and mentoring of tax practitioners, particularly from LICs.   
Its policy engagement and communications activities aim to bring evidence from LICs directly into the heart of policy decision-making processes and into public debate, for example through media engagement, its website and social media channels. Its engagement activities can be at local, national, regional and international levels of policy and practice. 
ICTD is seeking to contract an experienced policy consultant who will help advance ICTD’s policy engagement and influencing around the following policy areas (but not exclusively): 
· UN Tax Convention negotiations
· Gender and tax work 
· Work on tax and fragility 
· Tax expenditures, particular in relation to the work of the Coalition on Tax Expenditure Reform, of which ICTD is a founding member 

The consultant will need excellent knowledge on key policy debates in relation to tax and development, have a track record of mapping relevant policy opportunities and supporting engagement key stakeholders particularly international institutions (e.g. World Bank), development partners and funders involved in tax and development policy stakeholders from Africa and South Asia (e.g. African Development Bank, Asian Dev Bank, AU). The consultant should have good analytical and written skills, and may be invited to contribute to the ICTD blogs series and/or draft ICTD policy briefings, as appropriate 
The consultancy is expected to last for up to 70 days (depending on rate) – within the period of September 26 to March 2027. The role can be hybrid or remote. 
DELIVERABLES

1. Prepare a route map for advocacy and policy engagement with key stakeholders and/or international spaces (particularly in relation to above listed policy areas), running from September 2026 to March 2027. It should include: 	
a. Upcoming events and processes (e.g. consultations, calls for papers, etc.) relevant to ICTD’s influencing ambitions
b. Map of key stakeholders and propose for best ways to engagement them, drawing on ICTD research and expertise as well as own experience   
2. Develop and coordinate – with the ICTD research leadership team – a side event(s) at the upcoming IMF/World Bank Annual Meetings in October 2026.
3. Provide strategic input on upcoming ICTD advocacy campaigns (next one is focused on tax and fragility work) including advice on key messages, connecting with stakeholders, support for advocacy/communication materials.
4. Contribute to drafting of ICTD synthesis outputs (policy briefings). 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS OF THE ROLE:
· Maintain regular communication with the ICTD centre management team, in particular the Head of Communications and Impact and the Executive Director, including: 
· seeking guidance and support whenever required 
· ensuring senior leaders informed of all and any communication with key stakeholders. 
· highlighting any problems, which may present a risk to the Contractor, ICTD, The Institute of Development Studies (IDS), and ICTD’s funders (The UK Foreign and Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO), Norad, or the Gates Foundation) 
· Maintain communication with the ICTD Communications team to liaise on outputs (blogs, ICTD publications, etc) ensure that any developments on the project are visible across ICTD’s channels (e.g. website, newsletter and social media).
· Be responsible for the work and delivery of deliverables/outputs (as outlined above)
· Maintain effective records for all activities, including expenditure reporting and keeping receipts for all purchases and payments.

TIMELINE

	Who 
	What 
	When / deadline 

	Applicants 
	Submit proposal
	17th July 2026

	ICTD
	Review proposals / short list / interview
	20th July to 1st August 

	ICTD and consultant
	Appointment and contracting
	August 2026

	Consultant
	Commence consultancy
	1st September 2026

	Consultant
	Complete consultancy
	31st March 2027 



To apply for the consultancy please submit a cover letter, CV and references to this email address: e.wilson@ids.ac.uk with the subject line “Consultant: ICTD Policy engagement consultant” by 11:59 pm on/before July 17th. 
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