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	DATA

	Availability and Delays

	Opinion delays and problems about PMS/Petrol generally.
	· The understanding of the term PMS was very low among the participants, only one of the participants could associate PMS to premium motor spirit while others relate it with other meaning outside fuel. Participants attach high value to the product, petrol was perceived as the main source of energy in Nigeria.
I see petrol as our primary source of energy in our country, without petrol we cannot get vehicles to take us from one place to another.
· Participants are of the view that petrol is usually in short supply during festive seasons and the problem was attached to the federal government not giving the go ahead and the required money to the oil marketers.
· Some participants claimed that the shortage is as a result of the  mis-management in the sector
I think the main shortage we are having in petroleum nowadays, they are acually not managing it properly in the sense that we are suppose to be refining our crude here in other for us to have fuel in large quantities, by so doing minimizing the price it is been sold here. But instead we export it for them to refine it and re-import it back to our country, by so doing it is increasing the price at which we are buying. If only we can invest and build more refineries here, we can refine our crude over here it will reduce our shortage.
· Among the factors alleged to be responsible for scarcity of petrol is the industrial strike action by the oil tankers drivers, the participants claimed that each time there is a disagreement between the security personnel and the tankers union, it leads to face –off then strike action by the union, thus causing the product to be scare. The participant shared their experience from a recent scarcity caused by the tanker drivers and had negative effect on movement.
Last month or two months thereabout we heard that a tanker driver was shot to death by a police man, so the union went on strike for six and later they called off the strike.

	Knowledge of Subsidies

	Meaning of the word “subsidy”
	· Participants unanimously agreed that subsidy is an amount of money that government or an organization pay in other to make the price of goods and services lower so that it can be affordable.
· Additionally, it is also believed to be a way of reducing price of commodities for people within certain communities by those who are affluent amongst them. 

I think is an amount of money or price that the government or an organization can pay in other to make a price of a particular goods or service lower so that it can be affordable.

· Generally, the perception about subsidy is positive because it allows everyone to buy petrol below the cost price which makes it affordable for them.
· Some also perceived it to be positive because if they are to buy at the cost price they will probably be buying at the rate of #300 which they cannot afford in any way.
· However one of the participants is of the view that subsidy is not a good thing especially with what  the current administration has done by increasing the price of petrol from #86 to #145

It is bad for this administration, beacause the past administration sold fuel at the rate of N84 per litre, and currently it is been sold at the rate of N150 per litre and now they said they want to remove susbsidy and by so doing we all have to be buying at the rate of N144 or N145. Years back it wasnt like these, nowadays the prices are not stable, and subsidy is what is making the price not to be stable

· The participants are of the opinion that government has removed subsidy and that is why petrol is now sold for #145 per liter.

The last time i checked i was told they had removed subsidy and by then a litre of fuel was around 145 naira, i think since the price is still the same there is no subsidy.

· The entire participants are of the view that government should subsidize petrol so as to enable them afford the product.
· Also, the importance of petrol to business and everyday living makes it imperative business for the government to subsidize.

They should subsidies petrol because presently we need it cause if you walk into a business centre you will find out that the operators of this business consumers more fuel from morning till night and you will discover at the end of the day whatever they make as their income is been used in buying more fuel, but if the government can to subsidies the price of fuel, by the end of the day the operators of this business can be able to home with something.

They should subsidies petrol, if the federal government subsidies the price of petrol now it will help to fix somethings in terms of infrastural developement and the refinary we have been crying about. They will be able to build more refinary and we will have more money in our treasury account to so some other things for the nation.

	Distribution of Subsidies

	
	· Divergent views were expressed on who benefits more or less from the subsidy of petrol. Some of the participants are of the view that government benefit more from the subsidy because the crude oil belongs to us and government choose to export to refine and bring back for us here in Nigeria. Some are of the opinion that the rich people and the politicians who don’t buy petrol but leave on governments] expense enjoy subsidy more than the ordinary Nigerians.
· However one of the discussants is of the view that average or common Nigerian benefit more from subsidy.
· In other words most of the participants are of the view that the Nigerians masses benefit least from fuel subsidy

The masses benefits the least beacause the amount they are subsidizing is small because if you want to give me something, give me something that will solve a particular problem and not claiming that you’re helping me and yet what you are giving me is very little and will not solve any problem.

· From the chart shown, a cross section of the participants believed that the distribution of the subsidy was in favor of the rich people while the poor people benefit less
If you look at the chart we have here. the poorest benefits the least they do not really have much that they benefit from this subsidy, what they have is just somehing that will make them feel happy a little. When they deep in you will notice that they are not benefiting anything.
I think the poorest benefits the least, for example this person is someone who only benefits when selling kerosine by the side. who doesnt have a generator, while the second person is someone who has a restuarant this is their class, while this other person here is either a business man or a worker who earns about 100 thousand naira monthly, while this other person here is someone who owns may be a very big cartel, while the richest are the people in the government.

· When asked if they would like to see a change in the distribution, they answered in the affirmative. Participants were given the opportunity to re-distribute the subsidy to suit their expectations. According to them, more tokens should be given to the poorer people because of their low income and few tokens for the rich people who already can afford to live in luxury. The table grid below shows how participants want subsidy to be distributed.  




	Quintel 
	Number of cards allocated

	1 Poorest
	20

	2 Poorer
	15

	3 Average
	10

	4 Richer
	3

	5 Richest
	2

	TOTAL
	50



· Participants put forward a logical reason for distributing subsidy in this manner. It was alleged that this formula provides a level playing field for all stakeholders and the rich will still have the money to buy.

· After showing them the allocation for different ministries they are of the view that the allocation for ministry of agriculture and health is relatively low compare to other ministries and want a change in the narrative. 

· Virtually, all agreed that the ministries of agriculture and health are important ministries in Nigeria, and both are vital to the survival of Nigerians. They posit that more funds should be allocated to both ministries rather than have president spending so much on traveling abroad for medical care.

I think am in support of his view because agric and health are the most challenging factor because if nigeria look into agric, i think nigerians are not lazy we are vigilant to observe that we can to do very well, and in health if we look at our president flying from country to country just to take care of his health challenges and you also see other top politicians traveling, these things are the result of not having a good medical facilities equiped in our country. So i think the health sector should be more equiped because the poor cannot afford to fly out In the case of kidney plant etc like traveling to other countries like india,U.K and America just to do a kidney plant, but when that is equiped in health you will see that the money that the poor is meant to use in traveling out can be used in treating itself here.

· Participants are not also happy with the amount allocated to the ministry of power as they perceive the ministry not to deserve as much given the under- performance of this. They are of the view that more allocation should be given to ministry of agriculture and health rather than the   ministry of power.

I have something to say am not happy with these particular one, the ministry of power because they are doing nothing with this allocation cause we dont get electricity even our infrasture are very poor, i think they should pay more attention to agric and that of health cause it is from there we get our food from we stock importation of foods and the rest of it, so they should pay more attention because from here they will create more job opportunities to so many people. They pay more attention to ministry of health and agriculture rather than power.


	Relative Size of Subsidy

	
	· Participants expressed different views on the sharing formula of the budget and they wanted the budget to be redistributed in favor of agriculture, health and education.
· However one of the participants said that since the impact of the subsidy has not been felt, subsidy allocation should be higher for its impact to be felt.

My own view considering the money i just found out that they claim they have spent on subsidy is not making much impact they should either increase it so that the common man will feel it or take it off.

The one for fuel should be bigger because everybody use fuel on a daily basis, people will stay a year without taking paracetamol, but you cannot stay a week without using fuel. Subsidy for fuel should be place at 50 billion while that health should be 35 billion.

	Ministry
	Existing allocation of cards
	Their preferred allocation of cards

	Interior
	9
	5

	Education
	9
	10

	Defence
	8
	5

	Health
	5
	10

	Agriculture
	3
	7

	Power, Housing and Infrastructure
	9
	6

	Fuel Subsidy
	7
	7

	TOTAL
	50
	50


   
· In their opinion, if the budget is allocated in this way, there will be growth in every sector and the citizens can look forward to a better life. However 2 of the participants did not completely favor this allocation. They suggested a different sharing formula with fuel subsidy having the least while  agriculture should get the largest chunk  for food sustainability.
Like i said before from these agriculture this is were we get our food from, if we invest more in agric it will provide job opportunities and also increase in more foods

· After showing them the real allocation, some of them air their opinion that so much has  been  expended on the  ministries of interior, education housing and infrastructure but the manifestation on ground does not justify the amount allocated to those ministries.
· Some of the participants said they don’t like the fact that ministry of agriculture and health is been neglected, they are of the view that increasing the budget of agricultural ministry will provide jobs for the unemployed youths in the country.

I think in the area of agriculture it is being neglected because i think we shouldnt add more subsidy to education, cause those who have graduated they dont have jobs. I think providing more allocation to agriculture will enable graduate to earn a job and in terms of health it will also help the common man to afford some drugs and treatment.

	Impact of the 2016 Price Increase

	
	· Everyone acknowledged the negative blow caused by the increase in the pump price of petrol in 2016. It was a major setback for most of the participants and businesses as they struggled to pull through the challenge. For all of them, virtually all aspects of human endeavors were affected negatively and their movement was restricted due to hike in the price of transportations. 

· It had impact on me, increase in transport fair and also increase in price of goods.
· In the area of food because buying at the rate of 10 naira it increased to 15-20 naira i didn’t have any option rather then to adapt to the situation.
· Increase in housing made some people to relocate back to their village.
· Increase in corruption there was nothing i could do rather than abide by it, one if you watch what happened during the subsidy if look at what boys were doing during that time they involved themselves doing in this  bunkering thing. Bunkering was on the high side.
· Although the pain was felt across all spheres, majority of the people were deeply affected in the areas highlighted above.

	Fixing the Refineries

	
	· Participants bemoaned the state of the refineries and castigated both the past and current administrations for playing politics with the Nigeria refineries. 
· Discussants hold the view that the refineries refuse to work because the government is using it to siphon  subsidy money
· Similarly,  the refineries not working was also attributed to the  high level of corruption in the system
They can’t tell me that the refinaries have not being working because that is where this corruption comes from, because if you give someone money to go and maintain our refinary you can’t tell me that you have released some amount of money for the maintainace of our refinary and they come and start telling us that the refinaries are not working properly the cause behind this, is our government because they are doing nothing about it they want to continue making money from the subsidy thing. They cannot go as far as working on our refinaries because once they do that they automatically terminate.

· The lack of continuity in projects and policies of past administration by successive administrations was criticized by a cross section of the group who sees this as an avenue to drain government funds for personal desires.  This attitude is believed to hinder progress and development of the refineries.
I think in the area of that refinary thing that’s what is troubling us like i could remeber when goodluck jonathan was in power he said that he will make sure that the refinary in warri there are places he allocation that they will build refinaries that thing did not work till today, and these present government did not ask him you said you were going to do this thing, that means their was money you saw on ground why didnt this thing take place, secondly political problem the both side of the country like the northern area feel they are been cheated that they dont have crude oil while the south feels it is cheated because it has this thing in larger quantity but they haven’t develop their area so for that reason if they are going to build any refinary they should build in it own area while the north is telling you if you are building these refinaries bulid it in my own area because you have all this things. I think its a political thing its a challenge.

	Solutions To Fixing The Refineries

	Some suggestions were proffered. These are:
· The use of expatriates who are vast in knowledge about oil exploration should be engaged.
· They opined that playing politics with the country’s refineries is inimical to progress  and efforts should be strengthened by all stakeholders to make the refineries work through collaborative means.

I think what they need to do is to eradicate politics and share the whole thing and distribute justice, they practise partisan politics a  who and who is their, who is my own person put in the money. Like the north wants to get their own refinaries, but they do not want to build own refinaries here.

· Participants disagree with the fact that refineries don’t work because they cannot make profit at the fixed price regulated by the government.

They can’t tell us that do not make profit because there is a fixed price that they put there and we are more than 200 million in nigeria if everybody is buying fuel every day at the rate of 100 naira checkout we have not even talked about the once we are exporting to other countries so if the government says they are not making profit they are lieing.


	Government Policy on Subsidies

	
	· Research findings revealed that participants are not ready for another increase in the price of fuel in 2019. Majority of them recalled their past experience feeling sad and will not want a repeat occurrence in the coming year.
· For some of them who work at a far distance they said there will be problem in terms of high cost of transportation to their work places.

If the federal government increase the price from 145 to 180 it will be difficult for parent example those who go to work at a far place it will be difficult for them to go to work and if they dont go to work there will be problem, and if they have problem their definately there will be no salary, and if they have no salary to pay their children school fees their will be problem, and in the area of health in nigeria today we have electricity but we don’t make use of it and what we make use of is that fuel, so if we say we increase fuel to 180 then will not be able to use our generators.

· About 4 persons agreed to a one time removal of subsidy and review the price upward and 3 suggested it be done gradually over a period of 3 years to ameliorate the effect on the poor people.

Other assistance solicited for by the group includes:
· Compensation of those who are badly affected.
· There should be increase in salaries of workers.
· There should be palliative measure in place like government buses for the masses.
· There should be price regulation of commodities in the market by government especially food.
· Government should provide low cost houses.
· Participants are of the view that government can earn people’s trust by embarking on infrastructure development and beautifying the nation to make it like European countries.
· Across board, the followings were mentioned as for intervention for the  government to compensate those that will be badly affected :
· Raise minimum wage for workers.
· Capital for small businesses.
· And compensation for farmers.

· The participants refused to be swayed by the promises of the present administration or a newly elected one to deliver better life to the citizens. The past antecedents for them have shown that there is no genuine administration that is committed to improving the welfare of the ordinary Nigerians.  For trust to be ignited,  participants will like to have a generational shift from the present leaders to a more dynamic and resourceful people whose interest is in building a nation devoid of sectarian issues and religious bigotry.  
Unless we have a new set of people taking over the government, if it is still this same old set of people they will not do it so i will not believe it.

· Among the influential figure they trust is Dangote, T.B. Joshua, Apostle Chibuzor, Rotimi Amechi, Dr. Ibewakachukwu
· When asked if they will prefer to have subsidy or the programs some of the participants said they want the programs while few of them said they want the subsidy to go high.



