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	DATA

	Availability and Delays

	Opinion about PMS/Petrol generally.
	· Understanding of the acronym PMS is quite high number among participants who place high value and importance on the product owing to epileptic power supply in the nation. It was reported that there has been scarcity of the product in the recent years.
· It was clearly observed that scarcity happens at different times for various reasons but the periods that were spontaneously recalled were the festive seasons when demand tends to outweigh supply as activities are usually in top gear and lots of travelling is anticipated. The product is alleged to be in short supply during this period and transporters take advantage of the situation to hike up the cost of fare. 

· Other reason adduced for scarcity is hoarding of product by the oil marketers to create panic and confusion so as to sell at a higher cost to the public.

To even get that petrol during that period, it was a difficult thing because the petrol of a thing works for many things in our lives, without petrol, you can't do anything; you can't go anywhere, you understand. That celebration period we always experience scarcity.
During that festive period, it's like demand will be more than supply, you know many people will like to travel, even people will not like to even stay in the dark during that season, festive period and the demand of fuel is more than supply.

	Delays regards to having PMS/Petrol
	· Also affected is kerosene which is widely used by many people in the state thus more pain is inflicted on the people during petroleum scarcity. 

	Problems caused due to shortages of Petrol
	· A number of challenges are usually encountered during this period as people struggle to have a livelihood. Movement is usually restricted as cost of fare becomes prohibitive which eventually impact negatively on the prices of food items. In the same vein, a larger number of people are thrown into darkness since they rely mostly on generator to generate electricity for their homes and businesses.  At this time, many claimed the business environment usually witnesses a lull and losses are high while profit is eroded.     

It has created problem very well, it affect traders because if before someone wants to buy food to eat because of the high price they add to rice or you want to buy two cups now, your money is not enough for three cups but because of the high price, you can’t buy it. It has affected those ones very well.

	Knowledge of Subsidies

	Meaning of the word “subsidy”
	· Generally, the term subsidy was associated with price increment among participants. This impression is hinged on the negative idea that surrounded ‘fuel subsidy’ in the early days of the current administration. Subsidy was said to have been responsible for the present inflationary state in the economy and this has grossly affected the prices of commodities which in their view was triggered by the increase in price of petrol from N86.00 – N145.00 in 2016.  
· .

To me, like the way I think it because everybody is always saying like fuel Subsidy! Subsidy!! This fuel subsidy of a thing, when this fuel subsidy came out, it's like they increased the fuel because they use it to increase things.

Though, this view was popular, 2 participants associated subsidy with a reduction in price or stability in price so as to enable the less privileged to have access certain products which hitherto was out of reach.

· By and large most participants don’t agree with the subsidy idea for petrol as it has led to an increase in the cost of the product but 2 participants who had a contrary opinion believes that petrol subsidy has actually helped to reduce the price of petrol. 

It’s not a good thing oh because that period of that subsidy once you hear that fuel price has increased oh, the tension of everybody will be also high, you understand me so subsidy! Go to the market to buy…. do this subsidy! So it’s not good at all.

Because it increase things, that subsidy mostly on petrol, it makes things high and because of that one, it now makes the transportation to be high, it now makes so many things to be high even food stuffs even in the market.


I said government provide subsidy because they have fixed the normal...like fuel now, like before was over #200 but now it has reduced to #143.

	Should the government subsidize petrol

	· Participants however want government to subsidize petrol so that the prices of commodities in the market can come down so low as we as transportation cost.
Government should subsidize petrol for us because when petrol is surplus all those marketers when they go to the market, they will bring fuel and the price of everything will go down, before we buy bag of rice #8,000, sometimes #7,000, #10,000 but now bag of rice is #18,000.
· Mixed reaction trailed the issue on whether subsidy was a good or bad thing.  While to the majority, subsidy is perceived a bad thing because it causes inflation which has adverse effect  on all spheres of life and reduce the spending power, 2 amongst them agree to subsidy being a good idea because it provides the opportunity for the lower socio economic class to access products/services which hitherto is beyond their reach.

·  Fuel subsidy is enjoyed most by oil marketers whom they  alleged purchase the product at a reasonable cost only to sell exorbitant price to the public, 2 amongst them claimed fuel subsidy was beneficial more to the people in the lower socio economic class because there has been an intervention by the government. 

Because the rather the government buy the petrol they reduced it so that the poor or the others so that they should afford to buy it.

	Distribution of Subsidies

	Who benefits most from the subsidies to petrol 




	· Divergent views were expressed on who benefits more or less from the subsidy of petrol. From the chart shown, a cross section of the participants further corroborated their initial opinion about subsidy being unfavorable to the masses as chart clearly supports their belief. They acknowledge that this is a true picture    of the way subsidy is been allocated among different people in the society. The allotment is believed to promote a huge disparity between the poor and the rich and give opportunity to the rich to enslave the poor. 

Like me now, the poorest, they are like all those beggars that they don't have home, like they depends on all those things. Like this poorer are those people that they afford one meal a day but this middle one which is the average like they can afford two or three meal but the richer and the richest are those ones they can afford anything they want, even like if they increase fuel to #500 they can afford it.

· When asked if they would like to see a change in the distribution, they answered in the affirmative. Participants were given the opportunity to re-distribute the subsidy to suit their expectations. 
	Quintile
	Number of cards they allocate

	1 Poorest
	25

	2
	16

	3
	3

	4
	3

	5 Richest
	3

	TOTAL
	50



Rational Behind their reallocation wa said to be because:
· According to discussants, adopting this formula will help close the gap between the haves and the have-not and reduce the intimidation faced by the poor people in the hands of the rich. 

Why I shared it like that? You made one comment now if Buhari, if I am really in his position like that it’s the poor I will help. Why will it be like that? I will help the poor because as they are already rich they concentrate only on their family, whether the poor exist, they don’t know. Like all this poor people now, you need to help them that is why I shared it like that, they should take the lowest money

	Relative Size of Subsidy

	Perception about actual allocation of expenditure across different uses 
	· Resting on the data presented, there was no reaction from the participants on seeing the budget allocation for the different ministries notwithstanding that fuel subsidy had no allocation.  
· However, they went ahead to suggest a distribution which they considered to be apt if the government truly means well for the people.  

	Quantitative table of respondents’ allocation of expenditure across different uses
	· The table below shows breakdown of the existing budget allocation and preferred allocation. 
	Ministry
	Existing allocation of cards
	Their preferred allocation of cards

	Interior
	9
	5

	Education
	9
	10

	Defence
	8
	5

	Health
	5
	15

	Agriculture
	3
	10

	Power, Housing and Infrastructure
	9
	3

	Fuel Subsidy
	7
	2

	TOTAL
	50
	50



 

	Rationale behind how the budget should be re-allocated
	· Attempts were made to justify the distribution by participants. Whilst the majority subscribed to fuel being the least to benefit from the budget allocation for the reason that the raw material is available in the county, few  of the discussants posits that fuel is the bedrock on which other thing lies therefore be given a higher budget. 

· The  ministry of power and infrastructures which also had low budget allocated to it was declared to have performed far below expectations and its relevance almost considered inconsequential


Why I said the money is too much is that if they pump that kind of money into electricity and we still don’t have light, it is somehow


· Further review of the budget allocation among participant gave rise to a different sharing formula by half of the group. The table below shows the suggested manner the budget should be allocated.

	Ministry
	Preferred allocation of cards

	Interior
	5

	Education
	15

	Defence
	2

	Health
	15

	Agriculture
	8

	Power, Housing and Infrastructure
	1

	Fuel Subsidy
	4

	TOTAL
	50


 

· In this allocation, 4 cards were allocated to fuel subsidy given its economic importance to business while budget for works and infrastructures was further reduced and the difference moved to agriculture. 

Because as you have said they buy at higher rate, they sell at a lower price so they should give them 4.
Since we give education the highest now, maybe some things we don’t have in the hospital, if you want do some certain X-rays now, they will tell you that there is no equipment so now with that one I believe that more equipment will be coming in and more doctors and more nurses.

	Impact of the 2016 Price Increase

	Impact of the 2016 price increase




	· Everyone acknowledged the pains and hardship caused by the increase in pump price of fuel in 2016. It was a major setback for most families and business as they struggled to pull through the challenge. For all, virtually all aspects of human endeavors were affected negatively and activities were generally reduced.
 
· There was a major hike in transportation cost and people resort to trekking in order to reduce the cost of transportation.  
· Food items became expensive in the market.
· There was upward review in accommodation and tuition fees for  their wards/children

	Fixing the Refineries

	Reasons why fixing the Nigerian refineries has not worked so far
	· Generally, participants opined that corruption and greed is the main reason why the refineries in Nigeria have not been working.
Because most times if you give them money to do the work, they will just show you a little part, they will just video that place and show you that they have started but they have not done anything.

	What the government need to do to get the refineries working at full capacity
	· Some are of the view that proper follow up of contracts awarded is not in place hence contractors collect money and divert the bulk of it for their private use. It was suggested that the heads of ministries be held accountable when projects awarded are not executed and in that way there will be accountability by the leaders to the people. Closely linked is the need to have an effective monitoring and evaluation system in place to track progress and lapses of contractors and thereby reduce corruption. 

· Also considered important is the need for transparency when contracts are awarded. All criticized the idea of putting personal interest ahead of corporate interest. They alleged that most contracts awarded go to family and friends of politicians and the influential in the country whose personal ambition overrides the collective interest of the country.  If the refineries must work, participants believe that experts who are competent in the profession should be engaged and monitored to do the needful. 

	Government Policy on Subsidies

	Likely impact of increase in fuel price from N145 to N180
	· Although participants are not disposed towards another increase in the price of petrol, they are nonetheless moved by the gesture.
· They recall going through similar situation in 2016 and pulled through.  If the event has to repeat itself again, participants believe they will probably go through the same or worse challenges but will ultimately overcome. 
· Consensus is that the price increase will have adverse effect on them and savings will become extremely difficult because of the inflationary trend that will set in. 
· There will be lots of trade – off and only items considered essential will be bought
· Some of them acknowledge that they will change their children’s’ school to public school because they consider public school to be more affordable.
· They are also willing to cut down on spending on personal care like clothing, shoes and social activities.
· If the increment must be done, Participants suggest that it should  be done gradually and not at once.

· 4 of the discussants opted for an interval period of 4yrs while 2 persons would want a 5yr period spread in this manner  N145 to #160, #165, to #170 and  finally #180.

· The participants suggested free education as a way of compensating those who are badly affected.

· Some said there should be offer for free health as means of compensation.

· Generally, participants hold the view that government should fulfill promises made to earn their trust. 

By the time they do all these things we are saying like health, education and food stuffs we will trust them, if they can do it, we will trust them in other things in fact we can even vote for them if they want us to vote for them again. Like me now am already backsliding not to vote for them again

Other assistance solicited for by the group include:
· Subsidize cost of transportation.
· Build infrastructures and social amenities.
· Affordable education for the poor masses.
· Affordable health care.
· Loan with little interest.
· Increase in minimum wage.

· Some notable men and women have earned respect and regard by their commitment and service to the people.  Prominent personalities like former president Goodluck Jonathan, Late Yaradua, T B Joshua, Dangote, Governor Obaseki and Adams Oshiomole were mentioned.

· In conclusion, participants expressed their unwillingness for subsidy removal in order to have the above listed programs. The lack of trust as well as inability to deliver on the mandate promised to the citizenry by each administration has largely influenced their decision. 



